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Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission, 

The National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) Is an organization whose mission is dedicated to the 

conservation of the wild turkey, and the preservation of our hunting heritage. Since the NWTF's 

founding in 1973, our organization has worked with state fish and wildlife agencies to support hunter 

recruitment and retention, Improve and enhance wild turkey habitat, create regulations that ensure 

sustainable hunter harvest, opportunity, and the long-term viability of wild turkey populations throughout 

North America. This level of engagement and partnership has led to robust wild turkey populations 

across the country, as well as active wild turkey hunting in 49 state.  

The National Wild Turkey Federation would like to give our support to the Oregon Department of Fish and 

Wildlife's (ODFW) proposed changes to expand the fall wild turkey hunt boundary to Include the Silves, 

Malheur River, Juniper and Steens Mt Wildlife Management units. The NWTF believes that these changes 

will allow for increased hunter opportunities in areas where wild turkey populations are above desired 

objectives and managers will be able to utilize hunting as a tool to minimize the impacts of turkey in these 

high turkey conflict areas.  

The NWTF would also like to support the expansion of the beardless wild turkey permit hunt boundaries In 

the 3 areas proposed.  This would allow hunting to be used as a management tool for population control and 

hazing In areas where there Is an over abundance of turkey. This method will allow landowners to empower 

hunters to address the excess birds on their property, with the goal to remove reproductive females from the 

population. By expanding the boundaries, managers are able to continue the success and public acceptance 

of beardless permits In other high turkey-landowner conflict areas. The NWTF Is also In support of allowing 

the fall turkey season In the expanded John Day Valley boundary on September 1. This would allow the 

season to align with the other existing John Day Valley units that also open up on Sept 1. This would prevent 

confusion from hunters In the area and would encourage archery hunters, who are already In the field, to 

harvest a turkey too.  

The NWTF would also support beginning the beardless wild turkey permits to begin on October 1, rather 

than Nov 1. We believe this would be an effective way to manage wintering turkeys for landowners, who also 

face year-round problems with large wild turkey flocks. 

However, the NWTF does ask that these season structures remain dynamic and driven through population 

trends data, as wild turkey populations (similar to all upland game bird population models) are in a constant 

state of fluidity and are heavily dependent on annual precipitation.  

The NWTF would also like to commend the excellent staff within the ODFW's Upland Game Bird Program for 

continuing engagement in proposing wild turkey regulation, policy, and management.  
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Thank you for your consideration. 

X Chris Henry

Chris Henry 

President, NWTF Oregon State Chapter 

X Krista Modlin 

Krista Modlin 

NWTF District Biologist 



From: ken@riousa.com <ken@riousa.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 15, 2025 9:20 AM 
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW <odfw.commission@odfw.oregon.gov> 
Subject: Bird Regulation Recommendations for 2025-2026 
 

 
1.  Regulation:  Safety glasses required to be worn by all youth under age 18, while 
upland hunting, or accompanying upland hunters in State Wildlife Areas.  Safety glasses 
are recommended for all, but required for minors only. 
 
Rationale:  The advent of high density shot, ranging from 12g/cc-18g/cc has greatly 
increased the range and lethality of shot, compared to lead shot@11g/cc and steel 
shot@7.4-7.8g/cc. 

While this can be a very good thing for bagging birds/upland game, it becomes a safety 
issue, especially in Wildlife Areas, where hunter density is high and during upland 
hunting, when muzzles are aimed much lower than during waterfowl hunting. 
 
Attached you'll see the ballistics from a Hevi shot reloading manual.  The pages show 
that 12g/cc shot of sizes #4, #5, #6 will pierce human skin at ranges of 159-
187yds!!  And this is simply with the 12g/cc shot; shot is available and regularly used in 
the densities of 15g/cc and 18g/cc. 

We restrict rifles in these areas and allow shotguns, because of their range and 
lethality; this seems to be a similar/analogous situation. 

While it would be nearly impossible to regulate the shot used, it would be very easy to 
require youth to wear safety glasses and recommend that all hunters wear them, while 
upland hunting in State Wildlife Areas, as it's not uncommon to be shot at during the 
upland season. 
 
 
 
2.  Please allow crow hunting, at least during open bird seasons, so that we may shoot 
them while hunting.  Crows are quite the opportunists and predators, when it comes to 
bird eggs and chicks.  There was a time when there was much more open land to hunt 
crows and it was a more, regular activity.  Lengthening the season would allow a few 
more crows to be taken and more of the other birds to live. 
 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ken Shindledecker,  ODFW #393619 
Retired Biology Teacher/Hunter/Former Trapper w/OR Furtakers 
And responsible for OR Trapper Ed. and the Offset Trap Jaw regulation 
And Salmon Watch in Eug/Spfld 
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